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council, the King's favourites, or even the Minister
of Finance himself stipulating for a share in the
profits of the publican or becoming his partner.
The Surintendant D'O had a share in the farm of the
salt tax. The Government paid exorbitantly for
everything, not only because of the uncertainty of
payment, but also owing to the dishonesty of its
agents, who imitated the unjust steward in the para-
ble, " take thy pen and write so much more" but
unlike him did not wait for a consideration till dis-
missed. Another evil was the inordinate number of
officials of every kind.

Nor among the causes of public distress must we
forget the ruinous and oppressive nature of many of
the taxes, which became the more economically dis-
astrous as the capacity of the country to bear the
load of taxation diminished. Commerce and manu-
factures totally ceased in many districts. Not only
were all ways of communication insecure, but the
very roads themselves had ceased to exist. It was
no uncommon thing for the inhabitants of a town
to be suffering the extremity of famine, while a few
leagues away the crops were rotting in the fields for
want of a market. The population was decreasing;
the land was going out of cultivation, partly owing
to the devastation of the country and the destruc-
tion of villages and towns by hostile armies, or by
bands of brigands and of desperate peasants, who,
robbed of all else, still found arms wherewith to rob
their neighbours; partly because of the excessive
tallage, just as in Egypt, before the English occupa-
tion, and in other Eastern countries, the peasantry